Significations of Planets (Grahas)

Graha 

The Sanskrit word graha is often taken as the equivalent of the English word planet. This is a very simplistic translation which hides the deeper meaning of this word. "Graha" refers to an entity that has the power to "seize, lay hold of, or grasp". This meaning is intimately related to the meaning of the nakshatras (also called lunar mansions, or a 27-fold division of the zodiac), which are described in similar terms. 

Graha therefore goes beyond the word planet and describes the ability of celestial events to either influence or predict occurrences on earth. This aspect is the fundamental reason that astrologers are not accepted by the scientific community, as this connection has no known physical basis. 

We prefer to use the word graha instead of planet because it conveys this deeper meaning. Besides, using the word planet would not be technically correct. The Sun is not a planet, it is a star. Rahu and Ketu are not planets, and indeed do not even represent physical entities
1.  Sun (Ravi, Surya): 
Sun is the king, soul, self, ego, projection of ones self onto the outside world, ambitions father, will power, life, glory, health, sovereignty and clothes. Its colour is pink or red. It has anger but momentary. Its element is gold and gem ruby. East is represented by sun. Sunday.

2. Moon (Chandra): 

It is a cold, calm and quiet planet and represents mind, emotions, mother, motherland, money, general well-being, females in general, general public, milk, growth in early childhood, fertility, breast, menstrual cycle, eyes, lungs, liquids and nurses. Its colour is white, direction north-east, element is silver and gem pearl. Monday.

3.   Mars (Kuja, Mangal):  

Mars is a soldier and represents land, boldness, younger brothers and sisters (siblings except eldest), chemists, fire, anger, surgery, initiative, motivation, courage, technical or mechanical ability, sports, military figures, police, accidents, fires, weapons, sexual energy, physical strength, operations It has anger which stays for a long time. Its element is copper and gem coral. Its colour is red and direction south. Tuesday.

1. Mercury (Budha):  

Mercury is talkative and tactful, but not harmful. It is a good trader, mathematician, editor and publisher. It has excellent argumentative and analytical power. Intelligence, speech, education, matters relating to communication such as speech and writing, analytical ability, humour, astrology, short journeys, nervous system. It represents memory, throat, arms, maternal uncles and short journeys. Its element is bronze and gem is emerald. colour is green and direction north. Wednesday.

5.   Jupiter : (Guru, Brihaspati): 

It is the heaviest and the most benefic planet and represents Guru (teacher). It is very polite and religious and represents education, expansion, creativity, children, spiritual growth, mediation, compassion, morals, legal affairs, fortune (luck), guru, speculation, gambling, foreign matters, school, temples, oils, fats, sugar, long journeys, judges, priests and scientists. It's colour is yellow, metal platinum, gem yellow sapphire and direction north - east. Thursday.

6.   Venus (Shukra): 

Venus is a planet of sex, love and beauty. It represents a poet, dancer, singer, actor, spouse, romance, marriage, comforts, luxuries, happiness, wealth, beauty, sense of form, fine arts, music, creativity, artistic nature, sweets, conveyances (such as car or boat), passion, sensuality, sexual pleasure, medicine, reproductive system luxury, vehicles, driver, kidney, silver, diamond, south-east direction and white colour. Friday.

7.  Saturn (Shani): 

It is the most malefic planet and very selfish and cunning. Limping old planet going with a walking stick (slow moving). It represents longevity, loss, misery, restriction, delays or stagnation, denials, accidents, authority figures (such as government body), leadership abilities, spiritual growth, non-attachment, asceticism, perfection, structural matters, construction work, theft, matters relating to the earth such as farming, archaeology, mining, death, politics, gas, aeroplanes poverty, servants, electronics and legs. Its colour is blue, element iron, gem blue sapphire and direction is west. Saturday.

8. Rahu (North Node or Dragon's Head): 

Serpent, it has head but no tail. Rahu is an expansionist planet and represents extrovert tendencies, showy, sense gratification, ability to attract the masses, sudden events or changes, smoke, mental disturbance, loss, theft, death of a family member. It also represents sudden gain through lottery, gambling or speculation. Its colour is black, element mixed metal and gem gomede.

9. Ketu (South Node or Dragon's Tail) : 

The other half of the serpent, it has tail but no head and represents introvert tendencies, spirituality, asceticism, natural healing methods, psychic abilities, wisdom, higher knowledge, astral forces, tendency to be unnoticed, worrying nature, taking things too serious, broken relationships, changing events, accidents. It represents electronics, brown colour. gem is cat's eye.

This is an example to show how the effect of houses and planets works.

As an example, Mars represents energy and dynamism, and the 3rd bhava represents success through one's efforts. Mars is in the 3rd may therefore indicate a dynamic or self-made person, possibly leading to the establishment of one's own business. The 4th (comforts), 5th (fortune, expansion, creativity), 10th (profession, fame, honours), and 11th (gains through profession) bhavas would then be studied to determine if these efforts will be fruitful. 

